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The present appearance of The 01d Customs House differs
very little from the original. This building is an
excellent example of Greek Revival architecture. The
structure, designed by William Kelly of Philadelphia,
was begun in 1838 and completed in 1839.

The exterior architecture consists of a two story
structure with a pedimented colonaded fascade, supported
by six Doric columns and entrance steps. The front fascade
is constructed of white Vermont marble with side and rear
o walls of brick. Hand forged dials, rather than mortar,
> were used to secure the stone.

" The interior of the structure is particularly fine. The
. walls are unpaneled and are-finished with smooth plaster.
"What distinguishes the interior is the celling. The
ceiling is decorated with eggand dart anthemion and
- Greek fret circular patterns. . S
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The 01d Customs House in Erie has had a long and diversified
.1ife. The Greek Revival sftructure served as the home of the
Erie Branch of The Unjted States Bank in Pemnnsylvania. After
the Bank of The Umited States went out of existence the :
building served many purposes. It was the Post 0ffice until
1867. From 1849 until 1888 the building served as a Customs-
House for the port of Erie. Some years later the building was
the home of the Strong Vincent Post of The Grand Army of the
Republic and later the home of the Erie County Historical
Society.

.The 01ld Customs House is an important structure for several.
reasons., The building is an excellent example of Greek
Revival architecture. This architectural style was not common
in the Northwestern portion of Pennsylvania during the 1830's
The construction of this structure symbolized the early growti
-0of business and flnance in America and the rapld growty of
'Erle County. =~ - ~-"--- e
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Reed, John Elmer. The 01d Customs House of Erie.

Pegngzlvaggg Erie County Historical Socitey
Publications, Vol. 1 No. 7, January 1937.

The Erie Story , " 01d Customs House", April 1966
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in the National Register and certify that it has been

- evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
The recommended

' forth by the National Park Service,
level of significance of this nomination is;

National [ State (] Local

Name

Na-

O

T State Liaison Officer

Tite Executive Director

Pa.

Date

‘Historical and Museum Commission

. Liate

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Proscrvation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

GPO 901.087

3356

2.4



\u/:f‘a .
L, . =
¥ o L Misery Ray Fo
A v
- LY I it ol
Ve |
" K] s o, . -pliphument
’ W ‘ v 1AL e ] @gﬁ;}'_’nff/’"%ryslal \ H
g7 y L. T’J_l_l_.__Cf-'——R“‘ } % I __DRIVE Pt .‘.\;‘5
‘ ’ Tmmmiz -;.;‘?:;iw;i—”f‘:’ N Loakeut Towe:
1 Light, |
) e ' . i
e ! E o /l
N ) ol - . t 1 - ;i : \
” . : « , 20
. g !
Pl o S = *
! o , K
- 00g - 3 :
FEET . ) Qg:ligmerguc 2,
- 2 ‘ it
- g o .
o m
" 0
- Breakwater Q‘
E ‘ Ruins
ir %
1555 o
o7 = Padod
22
. 9
Ird
1 i)
y -
: o i
LA Ut 0N ga g
“Hlonhg :F0%* 05" pu.g" * .
3007301 - 2 [ A “ [ :
Fo7r 5700 1330000 FEET]  (SWANVILLE) 2 74300 573 5 K
30°10 L7 ML TO PA. 54 4962 1t Sw
o Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey N . SCALE [}:2-1 000
. 7 e erns
~‘\:=_€:1 Conlrol by USGS, USC&GS, and U. $. Lake Survey oR. . N M“..,GN B e but—
A — iy 4. ) H
4 Tozepraphy from acrizl photograpis by photogrammetric methods ERE Ng({ " Q\J il d -
Acrizl pholcgrephs taken 1955, Field check 1957 . \0\ 2 ‘7 o
. . et || e
Ii-,‘:Jl.c.;:;:?(:h);j;n_L:akeTIEVrlcblr;am u.s. L_a‘kc SLI.IVC‘)' :Ihzrifs 33 (1956) \ ) T IS Y| o . ) CONTOUR INTERVAL 10
and 332 {1986). s nfermation 1s net intended for navigationa! purposes ‘d QUS‘l‘Om Houvse. DATUM 1S MEAN SEA LEY
Baloreme et 1627 Hen a datum CERTH CURVES AND SOUNDINGS N FEET--DATU}
AR PR ARt e
- N R L. P S T Rt e




